In this small book the editors have brought together a broad group of investigators, researchers and clinicians who are leaders in the field of resuscitation. The result is a concise compilation of the knowledge base upon which cardiopulmonary resuscitation sits. For a management strategy which is used so often and which has the potential to save so many lives, there is a paucity of research in most aspects of CPR. The fact that this is acknowledged by the editors and authors does not detract from the value of this book.
It might be expected that there would be a section on algorithms and practical pathways for CPR, but this is not the object of this publication. The chapters on pathophysiology and pharmacology are the strengths and although the epidemiology, financial and ethical sections have a strong North American bias, most readers will readily transfer the information to the Australian and New Zealand scene. The last chapter on future directions gives an insight into future developments, some of which are already close to clinical application.
There are few publications specifically addressing this subject, so this book is particularly welcome. It should be available in all hospital and anaesthetic departmental libraries. Those with an interest in resuscitation will want their own copy for frequent reference and its price makes this an inexpensive option.
V This multi-authored text contains 245 chapters. The title is slightly misleading in that much more information is contained than just complications related to anaesthesia. Most aspects of perioperative care that are relevant to an anaesthetist are well covered, with the information presented succinctly.
Each chapter is formatted in the same way with an introductory short case synopsis followed by a structured discussion of the topic. This may include basic physiology and pharmacology, medical and surgical aspects of the case or management issues and all represented in a problem-orientated manner which is easy to read. The book does not aim to be an allinclusive text but more than adequately summarizes relevant issues. Unfortunately references are few.
The book is well set out. The ten sections are logically organized and tight editing has kept repetition to a minimum. Cross-referencing between chapters is appropriate and the information is easy to access.
This book is useful as a quick reference text with enough information to satisfy an immediate need for knowledge in managing or reviewing an anaesthetic. It is also easy to browse through, if one is so inclined, in an effort to glean new information or reinforce knowledge.
The book is reasonably priced and is highly recommended for departmental and institutional libraries.
A. PUDDY Flinders Medical Centre, Adelaide, S.A.
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